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Global Icon 

The fairy tale author Hans Christian Andersen was born in Odense in 
1805 and before his death in  Copenhagen in 1875 he was famous 
throughout Europe and the USA. 

Since then his fame has spread to the whole world. Hence a 14 year 
old Chinese knows about 25 Hans Christian Andersen fairy tales. 
His stories are on the syllabuses in e.g. China and Russia and have 
been translated into more than 150 languages. 

 Hans Christian Andersen wrote novels, poetry and 
 theatre plays.  
 In 1835 he published “Eventyr, fortalte for børn” 
 (Tales told for children) and this genre – the modern 
 fairytale – ensured him global and lasting fame.  



The Hans Christian Andersen Centre at University 
of Southern Denmark, Odense 

The Hans Christian Andersen Centre i Odense is a 
centre for research into Hans Christian Andersen’s 
writing, his art, life and his significance in the world 
today.  

 
 
 



Hans Christian Andersen  





History behind the Centre 
”Hans Christian Andersen 2005”: A national celebration of the poet in 

honour of his 200 years’ birthday.  

Autumn 2009: The University of Southern Denmark, Odense Kommune 
(the municipality of Odense), Odense City Museums and two ministries 
establish a foundation to communicate collaboration about Hans 
Christian Andersen.  

Autumn 2010: The world exhibition EXPO 2010 in Shanghai convinces 
central institutions and persons in Denmark about the unique and global 
importance of Hans Christian Andersen.   



The little Mermaid goes to China 

EXPO 2010 in Shanghai 
The Danish Pavillon 



History behind the new Centre 

  2011-2012 
The new Hans Christian Andersen Center replaces the former center which 

field of research was exclusively the life and works of H.C. Andersen.  

 
 
 
 
A number of workshops are organised as well as a network with Hans 
Christian Andersen players (cultural, event, cultural economic, tourism, 
museums, companies).  
 
A large, international project is initiated. The University of Southern 
Denmark (H.C. Andersen Center), Odense City Museums and Fudan 
University start a transnational research collaboration about the 
importance of Hans Christian Andersen in China/Asia. 
 



New perspectives 
H. C. Andersen in China 

 



The Significance of Hans Christian Andersen i 
China 

“If a 5-year-old kid has not yet listened to Andersen, his 
childhood will not be warm enough; 
If a 15-year-old juvenile has not yet read Andersen, his 
adolescence will not be colorful enough; 
If a 25-year-old youth has not yet savored Andersen, his 
adulthood will not be brilliant enough; 
If a 35-year-old man has not yet learned Andersen, the 
summer of his life will not be rich enough; 
If a 45-year-old man has not yet pondered Andersen, the 
autumn of his life will not be profound enough; 
If a 55-year-old man has not yet reviewed Andersen, his 
twilight years will not be leisurely enough.” 

  
Zhang Xiaofeng. “The Intimate Topic From the Age of 5 to 55” (《5岁到55岁的亲密
话题》). Young Writers Journal (《小作家选刊》), vol. 4, 2005. 

 



Vision 

Vision and Mission 
 

Mission 
 

•  The centre shall do cultural and litterary 
research as well as cultural dissemination 
within  the field of Hans Christian Andersen on 
an international level. 

•  The centre shall profile the importance of Hans 
Christian Andersen for culture, cultural 
economics, tourism and branding through new 
cultural scientific approaches. 

•  The centre shall, through litterature and text 
studies participate in the management of 
Andersen’s artistic works, writings and the story 
of his life. 

•  The centre shall participate in communication 
of the collaboration on the cultural venture on 
H.C. Andersen, which has been agreed upon by 
the city of Odense, SDU and others. 

•  The centre shall organize activities in order to 
interact with relevant partners locally, nationally 
and internationally. 

The Hans Christian Andersen Center 
 will be a leading player internationally  
in collaboration with the municipality of 

Odense, Odense City Museums  
and the Hans Christian  
Andersen Foundation  

We see ourselves here … 



Research & dissemination 

The center is currently working on the establishment of 4 large 
networks: 
 

1.  An international network of literary researchers within the fields of: 
Hans Christian Andersen, romanticism, Scandinavian studies. 
 

2.  An international network of researchers within the fields of: Heritage 
tourism, world heritage, cultural tourism, authors museums. 
 

3.  A national network within above research fields. 
 

4.  A national cultural and cultural economic network. 



Dissemination of Culture 

   

Conferences and Summer School 
The organization and the conduct of conferences in collaboration 
with the Department for the Study of Culture, and the preparation 
of a (Hans Christian Andersen) Summer School.    

Events 
The centre gives advice to and collaborates with a number of Hans 
Christian Andersen players, among others: 
The H.C Andersen Festivals, the department of culture at the muni-
cipality of Odense, the Ministry of Culture, Syddansk Musikfestival, 
Film Fyn, the film company Zentropa, Udvikling Fyn/Destination 
Fyn/Visit Denmark and a number of companies/manufacturers. 



Research Themes 

1.  Research in the works of Hans Christian Andersen; litterature as well as 
graphic art 

2.  New text readings / enhanced international perspective (Kafka/ 
Dickens/Barrie/Lindgren as examples) / the International  
 Association for the Study of Popular Romance 

3.  Publishing in process 
4.  The cultural importance of glocal Hans Christian  

 Andersen, cultural heritage, heritage tourism 
5.  Cultural glocalization and authencity  
6.  Litterary heritage tourism 
7.  Research in branding of cities with artists and  

 authors 
 



The End 
In September 2013 the centre will be relocated in an ancient nunnery in the centre 
of Odense city.  
We want to enhance research and dissemination towards the surrounding society. 

”We will place Andersen in the centre of culture and tourism. It 
shall be popular but with science behind. That is the reason 

why we among other things will research in ways 
to communicate the universe of Hans Christian  

Andersen with quality in order for us to  
attract people to the city and show  

him respect simultaneously” 


