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To build a Town on Books 



 
To build a town on 

books 
     … A book town is a small rural town or village 

in which second-hand and antiquarian 
bookshops are concentrated. These bookshops 
are often complemented by artisanal 
enterprises related to the production of books 
and writings, such as paper production, 
calligraphy, printing, book design and 
illustration and traditional bookbinding … 



•  Hay on Way, 1962 

The story goes back to the early 
1960s, when the young Richard 
Booth founded the world’s first 
Book Town in the small rural 
Welsh village Hay-on-Wye, which 
was threatened by economic 
decline and migration. His idea 
was to turn this depression into 
growth by selling second-hand 
and antiquarian books. Initially, 
nobody had faith in the idea, but 
in the span of 50 years since the 
first book town was established  
nearly 30 book towns have been 
established worldwide to date and 
several more are under 
development.  



Booktown in Norge 
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100 years ago 
 

Lower town with the pier was once 
the center of Tvedestrand. It was 
such kvartsknuseri (stone quarry), 
toyfactories, the production of 
artificial flowers, export of pulp, 
bus station, pharmacy, bookstore, 
post office, customs office, cinema, 
telegraph station, hotel, two banks, a 
pastry shop, two cafes and five 
grocery stores. 



 
 







 
 



 
Something has to be 

done 
 

•  We looked to Fjærland to get ideas. 
•  What could we do to make new life to 

the city 
•  Visiting: Hay-on-Way 

              Wigtown 
  and other booktowns 



Bildet fra åpningen 28. juni 2003 
Lars Saaby Christensen klipper snora og erklærer 
bokbyen for etablert. 
 



   The joy in books, the joy of 
books. When we open them, 
they open us. 

 Norwegian writer Lars Saabye 
Christensen, opening speech, 
Bokbyen ved Skagerrak 28th 
June 2003. 



- I like the word book town, not only because I 
like both cities and books, but because the 
combination of these two words, book, city, 
geography, and love, so to speak, have a healthy 
madness in itself, one metaphorical Enjoy big 
sound, which is in family with the best in the 
literature. 
Together these words are larger than themself. 
I would have liked to live in a book town. 
 

Lars S Christensen, 28. juni 2003 



Bokbyen ved 
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•  Cultural Heritage in the Lower Town 
•  Business Development 
•  Books and reading pleasure 

 
Participants: 
Volunteers, bookstores, municipality, 
economic life, cultur org. and other 



Bokbyen ved Skagerrak 

•  Events 
•  Book sale 
•  Book Town Publishing (2006) 

 
Books of all shapes: 1. edition  and 
paperback books, old books, new books 
Books for everyone - young and old  
 



Arrangement 

•  2012: 67 events 2 950 participants. 
 
Total of 18.500 visitors to the events the 
past 10 years. 
 
An unknown number of book buyers 
 
Writing, literally as well. 
 
  

 



Books for everybody 





      Authors visiting Tvedestrand 
 



Märta Tikkanen Jahn Otto Johansen 



 
 

     Gaute Heivoll Vigdis Hjorth 





 
Barnas bokbysommer 

 



Bokutsalg 



Skagerrak Antikvariat  
fra 1. etg. 2003, 3 i dag 



Ex Libris Antikvariat 



Others 
 

•  Familia Antikvariat 
•  Locus Bokhus 
•  Bjørndalens bokmølle 
•  Tvedestrand Bokhandel 

 
•  Publishing company 



Bokhotellet 



Marketing  

   Brochyre 
Postcards  
Webpage 
Webshop 
Social Media 
Searchable sites 
Advertising 
Review - PR 



Internet 
E-book 
Urbanity 
Rural economy  
Second hand books 
The small villages ”outside” 
the maps in competition with 
the big cities. 



Visiters 

 Buyers 
 Arrangements 
 
Visiters also for 
Hotels 
Restaurants 
 Other shops  



 
From Clunes  

(festival in booktown) 
 

•  Participants could tick multiple reasons for 
attending. By far the most popular choice 
was:  

•  “I have a general interest in books” (84% of 
respondents). 

•   31% of respondents stated that they enjoyed 
feeling part of the literary community, and  

•  26% came with others who wanted to attend.  



Bokbyen  
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•  
NORDISK OG INTERNASJONALT 

•  International Organisation of Booktowns 



•  Hay-on-Wye, Wales 
•  Wigtown, Scotland 
•  Sedbergh, England 
•  Redu, Belgium 
•  Bredevoort, Netherlands 
•  Wünsdorf, Germany 
•  Saint-Pierre-de-Clages and 

Ascona (p), Switzerland 
•  Montereggio, Italy 
•  Pazin, Croatia 
•  Uruena, Spain 

•  Borrby and Meløsa, Sweden  
•  Sysmä, Finland 
•  Fjærland and Tvedestrand, 

Norway 
•  Torup (p), Denmark 
•  Langkawi and Melaka, Malaysia 
•  Clunes, Australia 
•  Paju, Korea 



 
In a booktown it always is weater for 

reading. 

To build a town on books 
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Welcome to 
Tvedestrand, 
 
 
www.bokbyen-skagerrak.no 


